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The Rolex Learning Center : 
a scientific project, a location, ??????????? 

 
 Minergie-Standard 
Footprint: 20 200 m2 
Overall surface area: 88 000 m2 
Factsheet Architect firm SANAA 
Kazuyo Sejima 
???? Nishizawa 
 
Pritzker Prize 2010 
Nickname 
The Rolex 
(RLC) 
Opening 
22.02.2010 
Library 
5 100 m2 on 2 levels 






Living spaces 
April 2018: almost 10 years after the opening, 
where do we stand ? 
 
????? give the floor ???????????????? 
 
 
 
  
 
https://go.epfl.ch/aYj 
 
for the City of Lausanne 
for our School 
An iconic ????????? 
for Switzerland 
(2015 Iranian 
nuclear negociations) 

No statistics about the whole building 
Estimation for the Library : 
  
What about attendance? around 1.3 M every year 
????? 
daily average incoming visitors 
peaks: ????? entrances 

Self-service loan 
Fully accessible collections 
Open 7 to midnight /7 

In 2017, EPFL Library was mandated to propose user space 
improvements for the whole building 
  
 
 
? Assessment of the building use:  
- frequentation survey,  
- seating usage study ("seating sweeps") 
- meetings of the building's occupants  
 
? Students needs exploration:  
- survey of the EPFL BA-MA students (users and non-users) 
- meetings : services involved in academic and student life, students 
associations, representatives in the EPFL Assembly 
 
? Analysis of innovative experiences  
(literature review, benchmark, visits) 
 
Seating sweeps results (nov. 2017) 
 
? A busy spot, whatever the day  
(especially at the end of the afternoon and during week-ends) 
 
? Library and other silent areas: people working alone 
Meeting-bubbles, restaurants area, informal spaces: people 
socializing and working in group 
Slopes: people chilling out, resting and eating 
 
? The lack of seats: a legitimate complain !  
? About 12% seats occupied by belongings.  
Especially true in the Library. 
Preferred tables:  
- near the glazed walls 
- small square tables, rectangular tables and seats in a row 
 
Meeting bubbles: highly used, sometimes by people alone 
 
3/4 of users study alone. 
1/4 study communally or collaboratively, especially in unsilent 
zones and meeting bubbles.  
Mostly in groups of 2 people.  
 
80% of visitors use technology equipment: laptop, Ipad... 
 
Seating sweeps results (nov. 2017) 
When EPFL students express their needs (spring 2017) 
 
Overall 45% come to the Library at least once a week, whereas 
50% never come.  
 
? Library attendance declines as the curriculum progresses : 
When EPFL students express their needs (spring 2017) 
 
Criticisms: 
- individual work: lack of available seats, distance 
- group work: speak out loud 
 
Most requested evolutions: 
- more seats 
- additional group study rooms 
- low technology equipment 
- relaxing area 
- free access fablab... 
 
A living building : our projects  

The Library proposals 
Better signage (silence, lockers?????????? 
Concierge at the helpdesk on evening and week-end. 
 
Additionnal tables. Various configurations: for 1/2/4 people,  
high tables, adjustable ?????? 
Seats: chairs, high stools, armchairs, highback seats and sofas. 
Mobile furnitures, tables dividers, partitions, alcove sofas. 
Group study rooms with screens and rewritable walls. 
Individual study carrels. 
New library helpdesk. 
Small equipment. Multi socket towers. 
Self-serve laptops kiosk. More screens.  
Additional lockers. Scooters and skates racks. 
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What consequences for the EPFL Library  
to be in the Rolex Learning Center? 
 



The uses and needs of our users 
will continue to change, 
so will libraries and librarians. 
So will the Rolex Learning Center! 
Thank you for your attention! 
Slide 1 : Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 2 : Franziska Buxtorf, Ecoacoustique 
 
Slide 3 : Instagram @EPFLcampus 
 
Slide 4 :  
? Alain Herzog, EPFL 
? Bouygues Construction Australia 
? Architectes.ch 
? Richter Dahl Rocha & Associés architecte 
? Architectes.ch 
? Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 5 : Lausanne Tourisme 
 
Slide 6 : Jimmy Changa, Cgarchitect 
 
Slide 7 : Courtesy of Johann Watzke, Anne-Fanny Cotting 
& Aurélie Mindel of EPFL  
 
Slide 12 : Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 15 : Eddy Mottaz 
 
Slide 16 : Lausanne Tourisme 
 
Slide 18 :  
? Alain Herzog, EPFL 
? Lausanne Tourisme 
Slide 19 : CC BY NC ND Groucho 
 
Slide 20 : Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 21 : Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 23 : Hamza Harkous, Flickr 
 
Slide 24 : Lausanne Tourisme 
 
Slide 29: CC BY Christoph Koch, Flickr 
 
Slide 30 : Lausanne Tourisme  
 
Slide 31: 
? Fahmihorizon from Noun project 
? Rflor from Noun Project 
? Maxim Kulicov from Noun Project 
? Kaique Amorim from Noun Project 
? Vectors Market from Noun Project 
? Icon Solid from Noun Project 
 
Slide 32: Lausanne Tourisme  
 
Slide 34 : Lausanne Tourisme 
 
Slides 35-36-37 : Alain Herzog, EPFL 
 
Slide 38 : papgs 
Photos credits 
